CHAPTER XXVI

FERDINAND   I
Born 1549   (Reigned 1587-1609 ) Died 1609

FERDINAND, the fourth son of Cosimo I and Eleonora di
Toledo, who had been made a cardinal when he was fourteen,
at the time of the death of his mother and his brothers,
Giovanni and Garzia, was twenty-five years old when his
father died and his brother Francis succeeded to the throne
He and Francis differed violently on every subject; it merely
required that a proposal should emanate from one of them
for it to be opposed by the other; and after a time they kept
altogether apart. During the thirteen years of his brother's
reign Ferdinand "esided entirely at Rome, where he became
a strong power at the Vatican. Though a cardinal, he never
took holy orders. Fierce, haughty, bold, and independent,
and at the head of a powerful faction in the Curia, he feared
no Pope whatever. On one occasion he withstood even the
ferocious and tyrannical Sixtus V on the subject of wearing
arms and armour in the Vatican, which he, Ferdinand de3
Medici, declined to abandon.

At another time he by his boldness and resource saved the
'ife of his friend, Cardinal Farnese. The latter had been con-
demned by Sixtus V to be executed, and the hour for his*
execution fixed. But Ferdinand put on all the clocks in the
Vatican by one hour, and then boldly facing the Pope pe-
tioned for Farnese's pardon, and practically forced the Pope
to grant it, the latter, howe\er, only doing so because he
thought that the hour for Farnese's execution was already
past. Then Ferdinand stopped the execution on the authority
he had extracted from the Pope, and his friend's life
saved.